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presupposed the dismemberment of the Russian empire, and
if the liberals followed Herzen, they must betray Russia.
Most of them were not sufficiently enlightened tt> place the
general interests of mankind above national interest. Russia
was under attack, Russians were fighting, Russian blood was
flowing in Poland, and foreign powers were attempting to
intervene in order to impose their arbitration on the imperial
government. Patriotic pride was suddenly awakened, and the
liberals and Slavophiles found themselves in the same camp.
The circulation of The Bell began to decline rapidly, and
Herzen was compelled to cease his propaganda.
It was in this feverish atmosphere that Strakhov wrote his
great article on Poland entitled "The Fatal Problem." This
somewhat abstract and confused philippic condemned the
Poles on the ground that they were part of Western civiliza-
tion. Their ardent Catholicism, their pride, their contempt
for their neighbors, were severely criticized. In order to
stress the absurdity of the Polish claims, Strakhov resorted to
the device of speaking in the name of the Poles. This subtlety
led the public astray. The Slavophiles thought that the au-
thor of the article had gone over to the enemy, and The
Moscow Gazette violently attacked Time, for what it as-
sailed as the latter's partiality to Poland. Even the Poles and
their supporters considered Strakhov one of them. In France,
the Revue des Deux Mondes, which was hostile to Russia,
printed a translation of Strakhov's article, with an editorial
comment to the effect that it expressed the views of the civ-
ilized world.
On May 24, 1863, ^ Russian Minister of the Interior
suspended the publication of Time, on the ground that it was
pursuing a policy "contrary to the intentions of the governt
ment and to Russia's interest." Mikhail and his friends pro-